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is that of Fitz-Herbert in 1538, which was re-edited in 1583
by Crompton. A more scientific treatment of their duties and
of those of the constable appeared in iGSi,1 differing from
its precursors by excluding other local courts. Since then the
literature has continually swollen.2 Sir William Holds worth
mentions3 that between 1755 and 1869 Burns's Justices' Manual
ran through thirty editions. The truth is that from the Tudor
period onwards until the nineteenth century the principle of
every government seems to have been cwhen in doubt tell the
Justices of the Peace to see to it5. Consequently the pursuit of
criminals, the punishment of felonies and misdemeanours, the
assessment and levying of poor and other rates, the enforcement
of most of the masses of legislation passed during this period
regulating trade and commerce, the standard of goods, the pay-
ment of wages, the upkeep of roads, the regulation of Church
attendance, the suppression of illegal religious meetings, the
licensing of public houses, the suppression of unlawful games
and pastimes, the encouragement of archery, the sumptuary
legislation, the repression of 'idolatrous practices', the capture
of Jesuits, the regulation of the food of the different classes, the
maintenance of almshouses, the apprenticing of the poor, the
punishment of excise and tariff offences, and in general any
other matter which a system of government which undertook
to prescribe even the cloth men were buried in, in the interests
of trade, considered it should regulate, was devolved on the
Justices of the Peace. Nor were their administrative duties cut
down until the nineteenth century.4

1 Lombard's Eirenarcha. See Holdsworth, vol. iv, p. n8 et seq. Sir William
Holdsworth follows Lambard's order of arrangement. He should be referred to
for a list of their duties and the Statutes dealing with them in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. His list, of course, does not pretend to be complete.

a For list see Webb, Local Gov.t Parish and County, p. 291, n. i.

3  Holdsworth, vol. iv, p. 117,passim, and p. 119, n, i.

4  See especially 51 & 52 Viet. c. 41 (County Councils), 56 & 57 Viet. c. 73 (Parish
and District Councils). With the mass of legislation which in modern times has sub-
stituted county and other local councils, inspectors, &c., of the Ministries of Health,
Agriculture and Fisheries, and Education, and of the Board of Trade, &c., as the
chief administrative organs of the country it is impossible to deal in detail here. In
general, however, we may say that matters of general and local administration have
been transferred either directly to officials, or to local boards increasingly under